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Theme --- IF YOU DONôT START SOMETHING

THEN IT WILL BE NOTHING

Bishop Madden: Brothers  & Sisters, we have gathered here today 

in this sacred place to ask Godôs blessing on our day of Peace-

building & Solidarity.  We yearn to walk into our future filled with 

the blessed assurance that God has appointed us for the 

special missions of setting things right, of peace-building & of 

making a change.  We yearn for a turn-around in our city & our 

neighborhoods that are experiencing the pain of violence & of 

death.  We gather here as a people of faith, confident that our 

God will flood us with His grace & mercy, remembering that in 

times gone by, it is our God who lifts the courage among His 

people to start something in His name. You & I know that if you 

donôt start somethingéthen it will be nothing.  Let us recall 

from scripture those times when God started something so that 

all of humanity may have new life or a ñturn-aroundò.

Call to Prayer: (Seven readers proclaim stories of Biblical history)

Didnôt God start something when he created the heavens & the earth, 

breathed into the nostrils of Adam & Eve? God can make a way 

out of no way.  

All: If you donôt start something, then it will be nothing.

Didnôt God start something when He spoke to Moses in that burning 

bush?  Shook Moses up & turned his life around!                      

All:  If you donôt start something, then it will be nothing.

Didnôt Joshua start something when he fought that battle at Jericho?  

With Godôs help the walls came tumbling down!

All: If you donôt start something, then it will be nothing.

Didnôt the Queen of Sheba start something when she, her self went to 

seek Solomon for wisdom instead of sending a messenger?

All: If you donôt start something, then it will be nothing.

Didnôt God start something when the angel Gabriel appeared to the 

Virgin Mary?  Behold, Maryôs YES changed salvation history! 

Nothing is impossible for God!

All: If you donôt start something, then it will be nothing.

Didnôt young Jesus start something in the temple when He told His 

Mother, ñIôve got to be about my Fatherôs businessò!

All: If you donôt start something, then it will be nothing.

Didnôt our Lord start something when he died on the Cross and rose 

from the tomb?

All: If you donôt start something, then it will be nothing.
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Gathering Song: Let There Be Peace On Earth

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.

With God as our Father, family all are we.

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.

With every breath I take, let this be my solemn vow;

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally!

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me!

Welcome: Pastor Robert Sisk, T.O.R. (St. Elizabeth Church)

Prayer for Peace

Leader: We ask O God, that you bless our city as well as all our 

communities.  We raise up those in the darkness of addiction, gang 

activities and violence.  For those who have lost their lives on our 

streets and for those who still mourn and seek justice.  We pray for 

the conversion of heart for all who chose death over life.

ÅAll: Give us O God, the Depth of Soul to constrain our 

might, to resist temptation and to understand that 

vengeance begets violence and that we stand for PEACE ï

NOT VIOLENCE wherever we go!

ÅLeader: For you O God, have been merciful to Us!  For 

you O God, have been patient with Us!  For you O God, 

have been gracious to Us!

ÅAll: And so may we be merciful and patient and gracious 

and trusting, and be true instruments of your Peace.  We 

ask this in the Holy name of Jesus!  Amen!
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Reading from Scripture:Samuel 3:1-8 God calls us to service

Pastor Joseph Bochenek of St. Brigid Church

Short Reflection:Most Rev. Denis J. Madden

Commissioning:Bishop Madden will ask several questions.  With 

each question, ALL will be asked to respond, ñI DOò.

ÅDo you believe that God is working all around you and has 

started something within you to work for PEACE?

ÅDo you believe that God has chosen you to go forward in 

this journey of PEACE BUILDING?

ÅDo you believe that there are others who will follow and 

accompany you on this journey of PEACE?

ÅDo you have the strength to walk in the light of PEACE as 

a disciple of Christ Jesus?

ÅCommitment Prayer:  All

O Lord our God, on this day of great expectation & hope, we 

receive the mantle of peace-building that you have placed upon us.  

We realize that You, O God have started something new within our 

souls.  This day we accept what you have begun & remember the 

stories of salvation history, that IF YOU DONôT START 

SOMETHING, THEN IT WILL BE NOTHING!  Now we pledge 

ourselves to work in your vineyard, planting seeds of peace and 

faith among your people.

Give us, O Lord, a well trained tongue to speak the truth, the whole 

truth & nothing but the truth.  Strengthen our hands so that we may 

work until the work is done.  Sturdy our backs so that we may carry 

your Word straight & strong.  Show us, O Lord how to be people of 

faith & people of peace as we navigate through these times.

We dedicate ourselves to You, O Jesus and to your Word.  We 

wonôt get tired, for You O Lord shall supply our every need.  We 

wonôt get distracted if we fix our eyes on Jesus.  We wonôt run out 

of seed as long as we have your grace before us.  We wonôt 

cultivate alone, for we have You and each other in our families & 

neighborhoods.

We thank you God, for inviting us into your vineyard to work side by 

side with You in peace-building O God.  Bless us, our families and 

friends & all who strive for peace.  Keep us close to you O God and 

each other as we walk into our future in the name of Jesus, Amen.
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Blessing & Closing Prayers:  

Most Rev. Denis J. Madden

Closing:

If I Had A Hammer (by Pat Seeger & Lee Hays)

If I had a hammer, Iôd hammer in the morning

Iôd hammer in the evening all over this land,

Iôd hammer out Justice; Iôd hammer out Freedom

Iôd hammer our Love between my brothers and my 

sisters

All over this land.

If I had a bell, Iôd ring it in the morning,

Iôd ring it in the evening, all over this land,

Iôd ring out Danger; Iôd ring out Warning,

Iôd ring out Love between my brothers and my sisters

All over this land.

Well I have a hammer and I have a bell,

And I have a song to sing, all over this land.

Itôs the hammer of Justice; Itôs the bell of Freedom,

Itôs the song of Love between my brothers and my 

sisters

All over this land.

Our sincere appreciation is extended to Bishop 

Madden for his continued inspiration and leadership 

in promoting Peace throughout our City!
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