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Todayôs Readings 

1st Reading Ezekiel 34:11 - 12, 15 - 17  

2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 15:20 - 26, 28  

Gospel St. Matthew 25: 31 - 46  

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
NOVEMBER ï 2008 

22 4:00 ï Barbara Rutkowski 

23 8:00 ï Jesse & Anthonly Labarca 
11:00 ï Joseph & Bertha Szymborski 

24 Louis konieczny 

25 David Armitage 

26 Henry ñMikeò Raatjes 

27 Mass of Thanksgiving 

28 Edward A. Keerans 

29 7:30 - Virgil Smith 
4:00 ï Paul & Julia Sloboda 

30 8:00 ï John V. Toporzycki 
11:00 ï Special Intention 

 
 
 

St. Brigid Roman Catholic Church 
900 S. East Avenue 

Baltimore, MD 21224 
Phone:  410-563-1717 

Email:  sbrigid@archbalt.org 
www.saintbrigid-canton.com 

 

Welcome ï All visitors to our Parish, if 

you are new to the area & want to join our 
Parish, please register on the form located 
in the back of the Church or call the Parish 
Office at 410-563-1717.  You may also 
submit an email request via our web site. If 
you wish to receive envelopes, please 
contact us.  Current parishioners are 
encouraged to notify the Parish of any 
change to their address, phone number & 

email address... Thank You. 

Bulletin 
November 23, 2008 

Feast of Christ the King  

The Deaconôs Corner -- Thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving Day is a harvest festival, thanking God for the bounty received from Godôs good graces.  

Hebrew Scriptures of the Old Testament mention numerous Jewish religious traditions of offering sacrifices of 
thanksgiving.  Fifty days after Passover were a seven-week thanksgiving festival called Shavuot, or Feast of Weeks, 
ending with Pentecost.  In the fall they celebrated another one, Sukkot or the Feast of Booths.  

The Azetecs of Mexico celebrated the corn harvest and the Cherokee Indians danced the Green Corn Dance 
at the end of the harvest.  Christian countries of Europe also had special feast day celebrations tied to the harvesting 
of crops. In Hungary they celebrated a thanksgiving for the harvest o August 15, the Feast of the Assumption. In 
Germany, France, Holland and England a day of thanksgiving was tied in with the feast of St. Martin on November 
11

th
.in America is well known. The English settles known as the Pilgrims arrived here on November 11

th
, 1620. Their 

first harvest was meager but they decided to have a thanksgiving holiday in the fall of 1621. It lasted three days. The 
menu on that first Thanksgiving was venison, duck, goose, seafood, eels, white bread, corn bread, leeks, watercress, 
greens, dessert made of wild plums and dried berries and wine. Seems turkey wasnôt on the menu that first 
Thanksgiving.  Two years later the governor of their colony decreed they celebrate Thanksgiving on July 30, 1623.   
It wasn't until after the Revolutionary War that President Washington decreed a national day of thanksgiving on 
November 26, 1789 and that it should be celebrated annually.  Not all the states accepted his decree and it wasnôt 
until President Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday of November ña day of praise and thanksgiving to a gracious 
Father in heavenò that all the states celebrated Thanksgiving day on the same day.  Finally Congress passed 
legislation in 1941 that the fourth Thursday of November be observed as Thanksgiving Day and that it be a national 
holiday.   
Thanksgiving Day is not a holy day in the sense that like in Europe and in other places it derived from a harvest 
festival that was tied in with a religious celebration decreed by the Church of Rome or another faithôs denominational 

religious leaders.  Here in the United States it is observed by most churches with some sort of prayer service, often 

ecumenical in nature. Itôs the closest thing to a religious holy day that a secular government can promote. All people 

of all faiths or no faith at all can participate in without feeling alienated. Although not part of the Catholic Church 
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St. Brigid Church 

COLLECTIONS /STEWARDSHIP 
 2007 2008 

Offertory Envelopes $2105. $1245.92 

Offertory Loose 452.25 275.11 

Total $2557.25 $1521.03 

Poor Box 33.23 41.54 

Attendance 190  

 

 

Our Calendar 
Mass Times  
-Saturday @ 4PM 
-Sunday @ 8AM & 11AM 
 

November 

25 Beans & Bread 
27 Thanksgiving Mass ï 8AM 
30 1st Sunday of Advent 
December 
7 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Mass of Healing @ 11AM 
8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

Holy Day of Obligation  
Mass in Church @ 8AM 

9 Pastoral Council 
10 Christmas Basket Distribution 
14 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Brunch 9 -11AM 
17 Reconciliation Service @ 7PM 
21 4th Sunday of Advent/Winter Begins 
23 Beans & Bread 
24` Family Liturgy ï 4PM 
25 Christmas Day Masses @ 8AM & 11AM 

 
 
ENVELOPES - 2008 
We encourage ALL Parishioners to use Parish 
Envelopes to offer your weekly donations.  If you do 
not receive St. Brigid envelopes, we would like to 
provide them to you. You may request parish 
envelopes by completing the form on the table 
located in the rear of the Church. We ask everyone 
to review the list of which is also located on the table 
and please check óyes or noô in the space provided if 
you do or do not receive Parish envelopes.  This list 
will be available for a few weeks. Please take just a 
few moments to ensure that our records are current.  
THANK YOU 

 
In the envelope packages for this year there was an 

envelope omitted for next Sundayôs second 

collection for Heating & Air Conditioning.  In the 
pews are white envelopes for that Second Collection 

next weekend. 

R.C.I.A. - Rite Christian Initiation of 

Adults  
AN INVITATION The Catholic Church recognizes 
that there are many good people outside its 
membership.  But we, as Catholics, have indeed 
found something very special that we would like to 
share with you, our Church, our Faith, our Way of 
Life. WELCOME BACK Perhaps youôre among 
those baptized Catholics who no longer fully practice 
their religion.  To you, we issue a special invitation.  
Much has happened in recent years.  There is a new 
surge of involvement & commitment going on within 
our Catholic Community.  We need and want you 
back with us.  We think you will be pleasantly 
surprised. OUR JOURNEY IS ABOUT TO BEGIN 
Please call Bette at the Parish Office for more 
information.  410-563-1717 
 

Religious Education 
 

November 23 
Class 8 -- Children will share an 
early Thanksgiving Feast in the 
Library 

November 30 No Class (1
st

 Sunday of Advent) 

 
.The L.I.T.E.  

Leadership, Integrity, Teamwork, Excellence 

The L.I.T.E. - nurturing spiritual growth while 
enjoying social interaction. 
Meetings take place on Sunday mornings from 
10:30AM to Noon in sequence with the Sunday 
School schedule.  LITE is open to youth from 
Middle to High school age.  We welcome all 
students to spend a Sunday morning with us or 
join us for a Youth Group Event and activities.  
Please watch the bulletin for announcements of 
upcoming events 

 
If you would like to learn about the various programs 

offered contact Jo Ellen Shorb at the Religious 
Education Office (410) 563-1717 or at 

jshorb@yahoo.com for information . 

 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS 
The Christmas Memorial(s) sign-up 
form is in the bulletin this week. 
Please provide the name(s) of the 
person(s) you wish to have included 
in the St. Brigid Christmas Memorial 
Book.  Place your donation ($5. per 
name) & form with the name designation or name list 
inside an envelope and submit them to the Parish 
Office by December 5, 2008.  You may place your 
envelope in the collection basket; however, make 
sure to mark envelope Christmas Memorials. 
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St. Brigid Church 

The Blessed Christmas Wafer  
The Christmas Wafer Commemorates a custom 
which is many centuries old.  Oplatek from the 
Latin ñOblatumò ï Holy Bread is believed by 
some to emanate as far back as the ñmannaò of 
Exodus 16:31 and is sometimes referred to as 
the Bread of Angels.  Shared at the Christmas 
Vigil meal the breaking of the Christmas Wafer 
offers best wishes to family and friends.  
Oplatek -  4 wafers are enclosed per pack and 
are available now at the parish office for a 
donation of $2.00 per pack. There is a limited 
quantity.   

 
HEALING MASS 

The Sacrament of Anointing should be 
approached joyfully.  It is an opportunity to meet 
the healing, comforting, loving, compassionate 
Savior in a tangible way and in a way which 
expresses His concern for your total healing.  
Even if He does not take away sickness, even if 
He doesnôt make you young again, He will give 
you His strength.  He will help you understand 
the meaning of your age and illness and He will 
empower you to bear it with patience and love.  
In more ways than one, He will raise you up. 

On Sunday, December 7th, we will 
celebrate a Healing Mass at the 11 AM Mass. 
Parishioners will be anointed.  Please call 
ahead at the office so we might reserve the 
proper amount of pew space in church.   

 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

 We are beginning our food 
collection for the Christmas 
Baskets.   We are asking for: Hot & 
Cold Cereals, Instant Potatoes, 
Juice, Noodles, Stuffing, Cranberry 

Sauce, Tuna, Canned Soup, Peas, Corn, Peanut 
butter,  Jell-O, & Cake Mix. Please place items in the 
bin at Maryôs Altar and thank you for your support. 
  

 

 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS SPONSORS NEEDED 

We invite anyone interested in sponsoring a family 
or individual to please call the office. Also, if you 
know of a needy family, who would benefit from 
the receipt of a basket, call us with their name and 
phone number.  
 We are planning early interviews for our needy 
families. We would like to match families and 
sponsors ASAP. Even if you can only buy one thing 
for one person on the list, it would be helpful. Call 
MaryClaire at 410-563-1717 if you are interested in 

helping a family. 

 
YEAR OF ST PAUL BIBLE STUDY 
GROUPS 

Currently, we are forming small 
Bible study groups. We have a 
paperback, St. Paul (A Bible Study 
Guide). It consists of 6 sessions & we 

would like to form a few groups to meet for an hour 
with a facilitator & learn more about St. Paul & our 
MISSIONARY-selves.  The groups will begin the last 
week of November & continue through 
December. If you are interested in being a part of a 
group, please call the Rectory this week.  We hope 
to have the groups meet on Saturday 3 to 4 PM, on 
Sunday 9 to 10:30 AM & on a weekday evening.  
Please look for papers in the pews for information & 
drop them in the collection basket this weekend. 
Father will be speaking about the groups at Masses 
this week.  More information will follow. 
So that we may determine the best possible group 
times for our parishioners please complete the 
following and submit it to the Parish Office (you may 
also drop the form in the collection basket. Thank 
you. 
 

I am interested in joining a small group Bible Study 
about St. Paul. I understand there will be three (3) 
groups meetings 

Name  

Phone #  

Please select which group time is of interest to you : 

1 Saturdays 2:30 and 4:00 PM 

2 Sundays Between 9-10:30 AM 

3 During the week  
(Please choose 1(one) time) 

Monday 
10AM 

Tuesday 
10AM 

Wednesday 
10AM 

Thursday 
10AM 

Monday 
1PM 

Tuesday 
1PM 

Wednesday 
1PM 

Thursday 
1PM 

Monday 
6 PM 

Tuesday 
6PM 

Wednesday 
6PM 

Thursday 
6PM 

 


