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Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien distributed the awards, saying that they were a 

sign that the teens were doing something God wanted them to do. They heard 

the call to serve. 

“I know you all are conscious that it’s just not this world we’re working for,” the 

archbishop said. “We’re always striving for something better. We’re hard-wired 

for God. There is a desire for the infinite in each one of us. You realize how 

great it feels to do something for others.” 

The archbishop prayed that they would continue to be an extension of God in 

their daily lives. 

Scott Miller, acting director of the division of youth and young adult ministry, 

said the honorees, typically nominated by their parish or school, are inspirations 

to their peers and adults. 

“These young people are not only living out their roles of the Church of today, 

they offer us all so much hope for tomorrow,” Miller said. 

Schmidt, who will attend St. Mary’s College of Maryland, said she will continue 

to live her faith. 

“There’s always something you can do for people,” she said. “You just have to 

look around.”
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